Parent/Carer Newsletter

Wednesday 3rd July 2024




“Reading is to the mind, as exercise is to the body.”

Brian Tracy

Key dates for Parent/Carers

Mon 8th - Wed 10th July

Friday 12th July

Tue 16th - Wed 17th July
Thursday 18th July
Tuesday 23rd July
Tuesday 23rd July

Wednesday 24th July

Thursday 25th July

Bikeability
Year 6
Grenfell Park afternoon
Year 6 Production -7 pm - 8 pm
iRock Concert
Year 6 Leavers
Service for Parents
10.30 am - 11.30 am
Leavers Party
5pm-7pm
End of term
Finish at 1.30 pm

Staff Training Day



Wednesday 4th September Pupils return to school

Priority Messages

Dear Parents and Carers

We have had a very busy week with music festivals, triathlons, a visit from a poet and of course our
transition morning yesterday!

Starting with our transition morning yesterday, we had all of our year 6 pupils spend the day at their
new secondary school meaning we could move our current children into their new year groups and
classes. It was a very successful morning with lots of smiling (slightly anxious) looking faces! The
feedback from the children seemed to be really positive and all enjoyed their time with their new
teacher. Of course there might be a handful of children who will feel a little anxious if they do not
have every single friend from their friendship group but the teachers spent a long time to ensure all
children had at least one or two close friends with them. If you do have any children worried about
this, please remain positive and encourage as best you can because we always see the children settle
into their new class and routines very quickly come September! The morning also saw our new year
3's arrive from Boyne Hill, Burchetts Green and a handful of other schools who got to spend time in
their new environment and play with our current year 3's. It was a lovely morning and | am pleased
to say all the new year 3's went home happy!

Last week saw our superb choir led by Mrs Morton take part in the spectacular Junior Music Festival,
which was hosted by the Hexagon Theatre in Reading. The preparation from Mrs Morton and the
choir was outstanding with a weekly rehearsal after school on Tuesdays, in addition to the big
rehearsals with other schools before the event. The choir arrived at the Hexagon SIX hours before
the performance to do one last rehearsal with the live band on stage before parents of all schools
came along to watch the spectacular singing. It was simply an epic experience to see our children on
stage with such talented musicians and sing so beautifully. We even had a teacher from another
school comment on our children's superb conduct and beautiful singing! | know all the children loved
the event and is an experience they will never forget. We will be taking part in the festival again next
year where | believe the theme will be 'movie night' - cannot wait for that!




Last week also saw our YEAR 6's take on a mini-triathlon for the Brownlee Foundation Project. The
event was non-competitive just for the children to have a fun and positive experience. The children
were introduced to the disciplines of a triathlon; swim, cycle and finish with a 400m run! They did
brilliantly with all pupils completing the course. The children loved the event and all received a medal
for completing the triathlon challenge. We hope this will inspire some of our pupils to take up one or
all of these events in the future and, you never know, we may have a future Olympic athlete amongst
us!

Finally, please do take time to read the rest of the newsletter , we have key dates for the diary to
keep an eye on and a brilliant class spotlight for Class Aquino in year 5.

Have a lovely week everyone!

John Mckrell

Deputy Headteacher

And | will always guide you and satisfy you with good things. I will keep you strong and well.
You will be like a garden that has plenty of water, like a spring of water that never goes dry.

(GNT lsaiah 58:11)
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Class Spotlight - Class Aquino

As this will be Aquino Class’s last Spotlight of the year, | wanted to extend a massive thank you to all
the children for making my first year at All Saints so fabulous. | really appreciate all the help they
gave me in class with how to teach things like the Talk4Writing lessons and how generally things
work around the school. It has been a great year and lots of fun has been had. This Spotlight will
give just an inkling of a very busy term we have had. Well done all!

Reading

This term we started our new book, Who Let the Gods Out. The children have enjoyed how funny
and ridiculous some of the characters are, coupled with the deep and serious nature of how
dementia can affect families. We have used this book to branch out and do some extra learning
around it.

“We got to act out the Zodiac Councilors lines. It was fun.” Flossie



We’ve imitated one of the characters, Virgo, falling from the sky into a dilapidated cow shed by
making our own sheds from card then dropping a rock onto them.




As the Gods in the book imprison someone beneath Stonehenge, we used this as an excuse to
research into the ancient monument and the importance of the summer solstice.

We’ve also looked at the Greek pantheon too, and the insane punishments that they dished out to
those who have displeased them, like Sisyphus.



Writing

“Writing has always been my favourite thing about school. I love the thrill and excitement of your
imagination speeding across the page; letting your thoughts run wild!” Kian

We have just wrapped up our latest creative writing task of a ‘Slay the monster’ story based on that
of George and the Dragon. After decorating the room with flags and a dragon they made themselves,
the children went on to create a varied cast of heroes of their own and set them off on some
adventures. Here are some examples:

(il and o agn




We were also lucky enough to have local poet Simon Mole come in and work with the children to

kick start our next poetry unit. The children were amazed by his rap-based performances and wrote
and performed some excellent poetry based on a spell’s recipe.

“Simon Mole helped us write up our poems and it was so fun, and he was so funny.” A






Mathematics

Aquino Class have been looking at measures, volume and capacity. We’ve been working with blocks
to help us understand how volume works and having a great time drawing cubic drawings on
isometric paper.

Science

In science, we have been looking at people and their growth and development. Here is a great
example from... about how babies grow.



PE

“PE has been very exciting, fun and competitive. | love playing tennis and cricket.” Emma

This term we had ‘Coach Paul’ again and have learnt some important cricket and tennis skills.




Geography

We have been looking at desert biomes and their features. We then used IT skills to build
powerpoints about them.




Computing

Last term the children created stop motion videos and added, edited and improved them. Follow the
links to see some examples.

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared item?item id=item.eal58455-9b0b-4483-8808-
c6997da33504&share token=09ELbI3GSImzAOkOOveC3A&mode=share

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared item?item id=item.64d18e28-a645-4a9f-b187-
73d93fd7c48d&share token=eAH-MJCEQMS6Ynf2ZN9Xng&mode=share

The children have also been learning about the different ways in which computers work; how they
produce pictures. They had a go at creating bitmap images using spreadsheets to show how they
worked.



https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.ea158455-9b0b-448a-8808-c6997da33504&share_token=09ELbI3GSImzA0k00veC3A&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.ea158455-9b0b-448a-8808-c6997da33504&share_token=09ELbI3GSImzA0k00veC3A&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.64d18e28-a645-4a9f-b187-73d93fd7c48d&share_token=eAH-MJCEQMS6Ynf2ZN9Xng&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.64d18e28-a645-4a9f-b187-73d93fd7c48d&share_token=eAH-MJCEQMS6Ynf2ZN9Xng&mode=share

Summer Reading Challenge 2024
Dear parent/carer,

Your child is invited to sign up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Sign up for FREE at your
local library!

What is the Summer Reading Challenge?

The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the school summer
holidays — and to enjoy reading anything they like! Children aged 4-11 are invited to set a reading
goal and collect rewards for their reading. It’s completely FREE to take part.

It is an amazing way to boost children’s confidence — last year 72% of children taking part felt more
confident reading.

Why should my child sign up?


https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in

e They will be better prepared to return to school in the autumn.

e The Challenge supports the move into a new year group.

e Becoming more independent in their reading boosts children’s confidence and self-esteem.
e The library provides free access to books and fun family activities all through the summer.

e Library staff are on hand to offer support and book recommendations.

Your child will be part of a UK-wide programme developed by The Reading Agency and delivered in
partnership with the public library network.

How can my child take part? (Library OR online)

In the library. Visit your local library and sign up from Saturday 13th July. Your child will:
e Set areading goal for the summer and borrow and read any books, eBooks and audiobooks.
e Receive a Challenge poster and collect special stickers and rewards for reading.

Online. Take part online at summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

If you have any questions, please contact advocacy@rbwm.gov.uk
Yours faithfully,

Maggie Ross

Maggie Ross
Senior Supervisor

Library Information, Digital, Logistics and Advocacy Team

Roval Barough  Resources Directorate
of Windsar &
Maidenhead Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead

www.rbwm.gov.uk

Maidenhead Library, St Ives Road, Maidenhead SL6 1QU

Tel: 01628 796461

PE and Sport Update



https://readingagency.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

School Sports Clubs

This year we’ve been lucky enough to provide free clubs using the sports premium. Next academic
year from September we will need to ask for a nominal donation of £3.50 per session to help
towards sustaining and improving the provision we offer. We will communicate more information
about the clubs for September in next week’s newsletter.

Booking for extra-curricular school clubs will be on a digital form.

When completing the booking form you are giving permissions for your child to attend the relevant
club. Please take note of the dates, including exclusion dates and times. These will also be on the
club information table in the newsletter.

Your child's place is secure once the form is complete and payment has been received on Tucasi. If
you require a payment plan, please contact the school office.

Dance Company Auditions — Wednesday 3rd July in the small hall 12-1pm

Calling all girls with an interest in dance and movement. You may already do dance or gymnastics out
of school or just want to get started. You need to be in year 4-6 in Sptember.

You need to be in year 4-6 in Sptember.

Now is the time of year Jane Douglass our Community Dance teacher in the Sports Partnership is
looking for talented girls to join the wonderful Junior Dance Company — who showcase at the
Primary Dance Festival in February.

This year she would like the dancers to prepare a short (max 2 mins dance) to show her. Either as a
solo, duet or small group (max of 4). They would need to be able to tell her the music so she can find
it on her iPad or if it is something unusual, they would need to bring it themselves. It should be a fun
thing for them to do if they enjoy dance. During the audition they will also be asked to show some
basic dance skills.

If your daughter is interested and you missed this opportunity at school you can attend a
DIRECT AUDITION by booking a space on the link below.

Pupils can audition to take part directly after school at Larchfield Community Centre on Monday
8th July after school

They are particularly interested in pupils who will be in year 5 and 6 in September (we will audition
those currently in year 3 but they would have to be very talented)

Please complete the form and contact the office for a parents information letter.



AUDITION FORM - JUNIOR DANCE COMPANY SEPTEMBER 2024 - Google Forms

Thank you.

Triathlon



https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1-xhY3yJlskFA-ghi7KLEYRbiDaaKgHnxyx9msvHntXY%2Fedit&e=094b44d6&h=e9cdc4b0&f=y&p=y

Outside school activity opportunities

Maidenhead United Football Club have been running girls only sessions for the last 3 years, and we
have had great track record in forming teams, generating a pathway for the girls to learn and have
equal opportunity as the boys football sessions. They have limited spaces on their Tuesday evening
Girls Sessions. Please contact them if your daughter is interested.

We have 2 sessions:
Tuesday, 4pm —5pm, Year 1, 2 and 3

https://ethicalticketing.org/maidenhead-united-in-the-community/event/544945758

Tuesday, 5pm — 6pm, Year 4, 5and 6

https://ethicalticketing.org/maidenhead-united-in-the-community/event/312135501



https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fethicalticketing.org%2Fmaidenhead-united-in-the-community%2Fevent%2F544945758&e=094b44d6&h=dc3c2b7e&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fethicalticketing.org%2Fmaidenhead-united-in-the-community%2Fevent%2F312135501&e=094b44d6&h=3faa0013&f=y&p=y

Attendance
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As we all know, good attendance is vital for our children to ensure their learning journey is not
disrupted and there is a nationwide push to raise attendance in schools. Congratulations to Class
Hawking for winning our attendance award this week, can you keep the crown for next week? We
will see!l

Going forward, our school's attendance coordinator will be Mr Mckrell who will be monitoring our
school's attendance and any individual attendance cases that arise through the year. If you have any
queries, please do contact Mr Mckrell via the office.

Weekly Attendance Table

Class Attendance Rank
Class Hawking 98.00% 1
Class Lovelace 96.80% 2
Class Owens 96.21% 3
Class Aguino 95.67% 4
Class Hadid 94.33% 5
Class Shelley 91.92% 6
Class Attenborough 91.33% 7
Class Lindgren 88.97% 8




Yearly Attendance Table

Class Attendance Rank
Class Hadid 96.79% 1
Class Lovelace 96.12% 2
Class Shelley 95.75% 3
Class Hawking 95.05% 4
Class Attenborough 94.17% 5
Class Owens 93.84% 6
Class Lindgren 93.55% 7
Class Aquino 93.31% 8




STAR OF THE WEEK

A has really impressed us with her cheeky smile, enthusiasm and love of school
3.1 - Shelly and learning. She has been a delight to teach, we wish you all the very best and
are going to miss you.

i<lara has really impressed us with her focus, enthusiasm and effort in all of our
lessons, particularly in English this week. She has creative ideas and has
completed fantastic work with our innovation of ‘The Magic Shop” and confidently
read her work aloud to the class. Well done!

Daysi has impressed everyone in our position and direction topic in maths this
\week. She can confidently describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates, plot
specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. Well done and keep
it up!

Sereena constantly demonstrates outstanding effort and dedication in her

4.2 - Lindgren learning. Sereena’s compassionate nature, wise decisions and responsible
behaviour set and example to her peers.

Zachary has impressed us with his poetry writing and performing. During our
poetry session with Simon Mole this week he wrote and performed his poem
excellently. He responded to the feedback and improved! We have also seen you
helping others in class this week too. Great work!

IT has impressed everyone this week with his effort in all subjects, particularly

5.2 - Attenborough English. He has had a really good week and shown great maturity throughout.
Well done!

Sarina has impressed us all with her consistent application of our school values in
everything that she does. Sarina has proven herself to be a wise, compassionate

3.2 - Lovelace

4.1 - Owens

5.1 - Aquino

[pr=Haiarkirig and responsible leader both in class and in sport and music activities. Thank you
and well done!
Alex has impressed us with his sense of responsibility and leadership in PE. He is
6.2 - Hadid reliable and always follows instructions well. He demonstrates good

understanding of key concepts and is a great role model in lessons. Well done and
keep it up!

Messages and Reminders

Autumn Clubs

Information on the Autumn afterschool clubs have been emailed to you.
Gymnastics

Dodgeball

Sewing

Art

Running Club (before School)

We will email club flyers as soon as we receive them.



Menu Change - Thursday 11th July & Wednesday 24th July

On Thursday 11th July the menu will be:
Sausage Roll with Tasty Tatties and Baked Beans/Veg
Vegan Sausage Roll with Tasty Tatties and Baked Beans/Veg

Jacket Potatoes as normal

Only grab bags available on the last day of term.

Sunny Weather

Reminder to apply sunscreen to your child before school and ensure they bring a sun hat and a water
bottle every day.

Lost Property




Lost property can now be found under the shelter out side Year 3.

Summer Clubs 2024

ce DAY TIME YEAR DATES CLUB LEADER cosT VENUE DURATION COLLECT
FROM

Breakfast Club Mon: | 7.45-830am Years 36 Mon Fri AllSaints Junior School | £4.00 long session | Hall 45 mins NA
£3.50 short session

Afterschoo! Club Mon- | 3.30-600pm Years 36 Monri Sportsakids Contactsupplier | SmallMall | 2hrs30mins | Smal groen
fri e
Gymaastics Mon | 3.30-430pm Years 36 15" Apeil - 15° July 2024 usports £7800 Hall 1 hour Reception
Muttisports Mon | 3.30-430pm Years 5 & 6 by 10 June - 15 Juy 2024 MNR Cosching No Charge Playgrowd | 1hour Reception
invitation
Science Club Mon | 330-430pm Years 36 220 April - 15° July 2024 Fizz Pop Science £8000 Gassioom | 1hour Reception
Basebal Club Mon | Lunehtime Years 485 14" May -9 July 2024 Mrs Thompson No Charge Playground | 30 mins N
Netball Tues | 330-430pm Years5&6 23 April = 9" July 2028 Mrs Thompson No charge Playgrownd | 1hour Racoption
Netball Tues | 330-430pm Years 30 April = 9" July 2024 Mrs Thompson No charge Playground | 1 hour Racoption
Runring Club Wed | B00-8.30am Years 36 5 June - 107 July 2024 i £2700 Fiekd 30 mins NA
Football Wed | 12.15-115pm Years 4-5 Boys 5 June - 17 July 2024 Msidenhesd Magpies | No charge Playgromd | 2x30-mins | N/A
Football Wed | 330-430 Years 316 247 April = 17° July 2024 Maidenhesd Magpies | Contact suppli Muga 1 hour Reception
Music Thurs | 1.00-3.00pm Years 36 Tec iRock Contact supplier | SmallHall | 2 hours NA
Sewing Thrs | 330-4.40pm Years 36 25" Apeil = 117 July 2024 Ohaaga Creative Sewing _| £93.50 Gassroom | 1hour Reception
Athletics Thurs | 3:30-430pm Y38 4 By invitation _| 27 May - 18" July 2024 Mrs Thompson No Charge Field/Hall 1 hour Reception
ahletics Thars | 330-430pm Y5 &6 By invitation | 25" April— 18" July 2024 Mrs Thompson No Chargo Fiskd/Hall 1 hour Rocoption
Growing Club Thars | 330-430pm By invitation TBC Ms Nowacryk No Charge Outside 1 hour Racoption
Undgren
Football Thors | 1215 -12.450m Years 34 Girls 6" June ~19" July2024 Maidenhead Magpies | No charge Playgrownd | 30-minute | N/A
12.45-1.15 pm Years 5-6Girls —
Dodgevall Fri 330pm-430pm | Years3-6 19" Aprl - 19° July 2024 usport £8450 Hall 1 hour Reception
Cricket Fri 330pm-430pm | vears3-6 19" April = 17* May 2024 Berkshire Cricket No Charge Field 1 hour Reception

From all the staff here at All Saints Junior School, we hope you have a great week ahead!
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