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September 2023 

SCHOOL LUNCH CONTRACT – SEPTEMBER 2023 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

You may be aware from the media that school budgets are tightening and, consequently, we now require school meals to be paid for IN ADVANCE unless your child(ren) has a free school meal entitlement. Unfortunately, many families are choosing to pay for lunch in arrears, some accumulating considerable debts, which has a serious impact on school funds. The school cannot extend credit to anyone and we are under pressure to ensure that limited school funds, as public money, are used for educational purposes only. 

Consequently, we are introducing a School Lunch Contract, effective from September 2023. We would be grateful if you would complete the contract slip overleaf and return it to the School Office at the earliest opportunity. 

Parents are responsible for providing a lunch for their child(ren): this may be in the form of a paid meal, application of a free meal entitlement or a packed lunch from home. 

The School Office have application forms for free school meals and will be happy to assist parents with applications. If your circumstances do change and you become eligible for Free School Meals then please tell us as soon as possible as you will be charged for meals that you may not have to pay for. Further information is available on our website: http://www.allsaintsmaidenhead.org.uk/freeschool-meals-1/ 

I would like to draw your attention to the main points of this contract below, more detail can be found in our Debt Recovery Procedure which is on the website and hard copies can be obtained from the School Office: 
• 	Parents and carers are asked to sign the School Lunch Contract. If this is not signed,       we anticipate that you will provide your child(ren) with a packed lunch. 
• 	School lunches must be paid for in advance of their consumption. 
[bookmark: _Hlk156305576]• 	Our preferred payment channel is through the School’s cashless system – currently Tucasi. 
• 	Late payments will only be accepted under exceptional circumstances by prior      arrangement with the school. 
• 	You will be advised of any arrears by text initially. If you are having any difficulty making payments, please contact the school office within the next working day to agree a payment plan
•       If a payment plan has not been discussed and no payment is received by the first day                                	of the following week, then you will be informed that your child(ren) must bring in a 	packed lunch into school. Continually failing to provide your child with a packed lunch 	or paid hot dinner could result in a safeguarding referral.      
• 	If the arrears continue to remain outstanding, legal action may be taken to recover the debt and associated costs. This could result in you being issued with a County Court Judgment (CCJ). 
• 	Once any arrears are paid, we will be happy to resume school meal provision. 

Thank you for your kind support to this initiative. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Rob Harris
Executive Headteacher
=================================================================================
SCHOOL LUNCH CONTRACT

Name of child: ______________________________ Year: ____________ Class ____________ 

I hereby agree to the School Lunch Contract. I agree to pay for my child’s meals in advance and understand that if payments do fall behind then the school has the right not to provide my child with a school dinner and that I, the parent/carer, must provide a packed lunch as an alternative. 

I agree to make advance payments for lunches using the School cashless system. 

I understand that non-payment of any arrears could result in legal action being taken by the school to recover any outstanding debts and associated costs. This could result in a County Court Judgement being issued. 

Name of parent(s)/carer(s): _____________________ 

            Signature of parent(s)/carer(s): _____________________ Date: ____________
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